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TRANSFER OF PLAY AREAS TO TOWN COUNCILS 

 
1.  INTRODUCTION 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to outline the progress of negotiations with Town 

Councils with regard to the transfer of Play Areas, to outline some options depending 
on the current position and eventual response of Town Councils and to recommend a 
course of action. 

   
2. BACKGROUND 

Play Areas 
2.1 Breckland Council has expressed the view that the 28 play areas currently in its 

ownership should be managed by the Town Councils as these facilities serve a local 
population. In addition there is an imbalance between towns and parishes where 
parishes provide their own facilities and in Towns these are provided by the District 
Council. In presenting its proposals to the Town Councils it was made clear that the 
District Council remained committed to ensuring high quality play opportunities but 
saw its role as a strategic enabler using its influence through policy planning, grant 
aid, and advice rather than that of a provider.  

 
2.2 The District Council was mindful of the financial implications for Town Councils and 

has tailored its offer accordingly. The proposal put to the Town Councils was that it 
would pay an annual contribution towards the cost of maintaining play areas for a 
period of 30 years. This would be a fixed sum and would not increase with inflation. 
The amount available had been calculated on a pro rata basis by dividing the 
council’s current annual maintenance costs by the number of items of equipment 
within each town. In addition the District Council would continue to maintain the play 
areas through the SERCO contract until April 2015. The amounts offered were as 
follows. 
 
Attleborough Town Council  £2,881 
Dereham Town Council  £9,850 
Swaffham Town   £2,463 
Thetford Town Council £12,090 
Watton Town Council   £1,791 
TOTAL            £ 29,074 

 
2.3 In addition to the above it was noted that new play areas or open space would be 

transferred to Town Councils to own along with any commuted sums received from 
developers. 

 
2.4 It has been assumed that some Town Council’s would wish to have transferred to 

them the areas of open space which in most cases surround play areas. These 
would be transferred without a commuted sum but the District Council would continue 
to undertake grounds maintenance, to the current specification, through the SERCO 
contract. In addition to the above the District Council will transfer any new play areas 
to the Town Council along with any commuted sum. 

 
   



3. RESPONSES OF TOWN COUNCILS 
 

Town Council Play Areas 
 
 

Attleborough The Town Council has agreed to take ownership of the 
three play areas in the Town. Two of these on the 
terms outlined above. The third on condition that the 
District Council transfers the commuted sum that it 
received from developers in September 2006 
 
A fourth play area will be transferred to a local housing 
association as part of a planning agreement. There is 
no financial contribution to the housing association. 

Dereham Town Council is undertaking an investigation of the 
potential costs, risks and options. A key concern is the 
scale of the transfer being proposed. The Town 
Council is concerned that the transfer of 10 play areas 
and associated open space could overwhelm their 
resources.  

Swaffham The Town Council would like to take on the 
responsibility of the Pay Areas and Open Spaces 
under the terms offered, however they reserve the 
right to raise issues in the detail of the agreement after 
taking account of the plan 

Thetford The Town Council is considering various options and 
has set up a working group to evaluate financial and 
management implications. The Town Council is 
particularly concerned about the risks associated with 
taking all the play areas in one tranche.  
 

Watton Have indicated that refurbishment of Lovell Gardens 
Play Area would be a pre-condition for taking 
ownership of either play area in the town. (There is a 
recent planning agreement which allows for £40K to 
be invested in the site.) 

 
3.1 Given that Swaffham and Attleborough Town Council have requested transfer of the 

play areas within the Towns it is suggested that this in now taken forward. It is 
suggested that if other Town request transfer that authority is given to officers to 
expedite matters in consultation with the cabinet members with responsibility for 
assets and cultural services.  

 
4.  KEY ISSUES 
4.1 It is evident that some Town Councils will require more time to reach a decision 

however there is a good prospect that a number could be persuaded. A concern 
raised by Dereham Town Council is that a single transfer of open space and play 
could overwhelm their resources. 
 

5. OPTIONS 
The options available are considered to be as follows: 

  
a) To ask Town Councils to accept transfer of the play areas on the basis of the 

previous offer.  



 
b) To permit Town Councils to accept transfer on an incremental basis. 
 
Transferring the play areas to the Town Councils on an incremental basis would 
reduce their risks but the smaller towns may feel that the larger towns have received 
more favourable treatment. 
 
The transfer of capital sum into the match funding budget will allow Town Councils a 
greater opportunity to bid for funds and this in itself will help to reduce their risks.  
Taken alongside the proposals to continue maintenance through the Serco contract it 
is felt appropriate to request Town Councils to take ownership of the play areas as 
outlined in option (a). 
 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 
It is recommended that: 

 
I. Option (a) in paragraph 5 is adopted. 
 

II. That the play areas and open space within Swaffham and Attleborough 
currently owned by the district council are transferred to the Town Council on 
the terms and conditions outlined. 

 
III. That one new play area in Attleborough is transferred to the Town Council 

along with the commuted sum but with no annual payment 
 
IV. That officers are authorised to transfer play areas within other towns in 

consultation with the appropriate cabinet portfolio holders (Asset Management 
& Cultural Services). Provided that the same terms are agreed and that the 
terms of the transfer accord with the Councils constitution. 

 


